Indeed, in Bolivia, the end of this era did not coincide with the new millennium, but rather with an event that took place in society fourteen years earlier.
The 'March for Life' was also the synthesis of a social condition, of collective practices, of life-prospects and of the ambitions of the cultural project of a class that, given its audacity, illuminated and tried to unite the disperse threads of a nation that roamed across this country's dramatic geography. It was the most desperate cry from those who, like no other collective subject, believed in the possibility of the nation and did everything they could to create it with work, unity and solidarity. At the same time, it was the final act of a social subject that had embraced like no other the most advanced and dignifying components of modernity, such as a culture of risk-taking, affiliation based on beliefs and not on family-relationships, citizenship as self-awareness and not as a gift received, and aspirations of expanding the management of public affairs as a function of territory rather than family-ties, all of which flow from a critical and totalising internalisation of the real subsumption of labour to capital.
The truncated result of the march -which was held back at gunpoint in Calamarca, with historical powerlessness channelled into fear and reckoning -would include the extinction of the only collective bearers of a sense of expansive modernity. The miners of the last century were the most positively modern subject that this country has seen -this country, where, at most, modernity has been cloistered in an élite circle of pretension, in which no small number have tried to make an impression and distinguish themselves from the plebeians. In contrast, the miners were the most authentic and the most socialised expression of the small degree of real subsumption that had been established in these lands. In their collective defiance of state-power, family-tradition and status quo conservatism, they demonstrated, without needing to desire or display it, an ontological confidence in history that has had no parallel throughout the republic's existence.
The bellicosity of their language and the audacity of the hopes for the future with which the miners heated up the temperament of the twentieth century conferred the density of a multitude to the collective plans and dreams that, now seen from a distance, stand in stark contrast to the cultural hypocrisy and political cowardice of those insipid thinkers and court-administrators who have tried to replace this social giant with their own flimsy ideas. Nonetheless, the moral impoverishment of the latter stands proud, victorious at the dawn of this new century. But it is not the kind of triumph where one understanding of the world replaces another because of the pertinence of its reasoning or the allencompassing breadth of its perceptions. The meaning of the neoliberal world, its abstract symbols of money, individualism and dull suit-wearing subjectswhich have replaced the assembly, the guardatojo (miner's helmet) and the solidity of the drill-runner's muscular body -are not there due to their merits:
